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·March, 1980

"Washington For Jesus" Hit-lists Gays
/

WASHINGTON--A national
M a rch o n W as h i n gt o n f o r
"righteousness and morality" has
been set for April 29, 1980, and
according to the Gay Rights
N a ti o n al· L o bb y , the M arch
(known as. both "Washington for
Jesus" and "One Nation Under
God") may have very serious
implications for the Lesbian/Gay
movement and other human rights
advocates.
Seeking to attract a million
persons, "Washington for Jesus"
appears to be gaining widespread
support in the fundamentalist
Christian community. Among its
supporters are two prominent
persons with extensive religious
broadcasting networks at their
d isposal: D r . Pat Robertson,
P re s i d e n t o f t h e C hri s ti a n
Broadcasting Network (the "700
Club") and Jim Bakker, Pr�sident
of the PTL Network ("PTL
Club")'.
Informed sources indicate that
t well over 100,000 persons have

akaady

�

to

attend. Greyhound is providing

and the clear commandment of the
Word of God." It then enumerates
Such things as homosexuality,
divorce, pornography,· fornication
and "humanism" as examples of
such conduct.
Utter disregard for the consti
tutionally-guaranteed separation
of church and state is also made
quite clear: "...when government
usurps the role of God, it becomes
tyranny ... Frame laws, stat�tes
and ordi nances that are in
harmony with God's Word. Repeal
those pilings, laws, statutes and

travel assitance, including a toll
free number (800-528-0369).
Literature on "Washington for
Jesus" cites several activities
occuring on both April 28 and 29,
including a youth rally at RFK
Stadium,
constituent
lobbying
with Members of Congress on the
28th, and the March and Rally on
the Mall. The generally-distributed
·literature contains no references to
the issue to be addressed in
m eetings w i t h M e mbers o f
Congress.
I nternally-circulated litera
ture, however, from "Washington
for Jesus," entitled "A Christian
Declaration," indicates in highly
emotional religious language the
political goals of the event. While
claiming that "this nation might
be a haven of refuge for the
oppressed of this world, with
liberty, justice and freedom for
all," the Declaration goes on to say
that "we call upon this nation to

ordinances which have offended
Him."
Several additional factors
point to a major political impact
and a strong anti-Gay'-civil rights
bias in the "One Nation Under
God" operation. In the earliest
stages of planning, "One Nation
Under God" spokespersons were
much more candid about their
political intentions. According to
the Washington-based Blade, Ted
Pantelo, National Coordinator of

continued on page 11

Immigration
.Law Challenged Again

repent of conduct contrary to the
.,p�poses .iQr w.IW:h it . W111B -L�:t.Qell-.�--

Conference Set
For Rivermont, Aug. 1-3
MEMPHIS--The fifth annual
So utheastern C o n fere n c e of
Lesbians and Gay Men will be held
on August 1-3 at the Holiday Inn
Rivermont, says the Conference
'80 Planning Committee.
Registration information will
be available before May 1st.
A n y o n e wishi'ng to r e c e i v e
Conference registration infor
mation or to conduct a workshop
may write to Conference '80, Box
3038, Memphis, TN 38103.
A regional planning meeting
will be held on Saturday, April 5, at
2 p.m., location to be announced to
those

r e q u esting

it.

The

C o n f e r e n c e '8 0 P l a n n i n g
Committee is open to all who wish
to contribute to the Conference
effort.
The Ri vermont was selected as
the Conference site because, with
its large meeting facilities, it is
ideal for the many workshops,
k e y note speakers ·a n d other
activities currently being planned.
Non-local Conference attendees
will be encouraged to stay at the
hotel, but provisions will be made
for the unemployed and low
income participants.
Exhibit space is also availabi'e
on a liniited basis for those wishing
to sell arts and crafts. There will be
no charge for . non-commercial
craftspersons, but exhibit tables
must be reserved by mail (to
address above). A flat. $25 fee
(checks payable to Conference '80)
will be c h a r g e d. commercial
exhibiters.
·

THE RIVERMONT-Site of S.E. Conference

'80.

Funding, says the Planning
Committee, is greatly needed for
the Conference. Housing and food
will be needed for those unable to
afford them. Anyone who can
organize or sponsor a fundraiser
for the Conference is asked to
contact Conference '80 immediate
ly. Anyone having or knowing of a
place where people can be housed
at no cost is asked, also, to contact
the Conference Committee.

LEFT TO RIGHT--Harry van den Bergh. member of the Parliament of the Netherlands: Rep.
Henry Waxman (D-CA) co-sponsor of H.R. 6303; Clint Hockenberry, American Liaison for IGA;
Frederick Portheine, member of the Parliament of the Netherlands; Steve Endean, Exec.
Director of GRNL.

·

WASHINGTON -Companion
legislation to the C r a n s t o n
Immigration bill (S. 2210) has now
been introduced in the U.S. House
of Representatives and would
delete the term "sexual deviation"
from Section 212(a)4 of the
Immigration. and Naturalization
Act.
The bill, H.R. 6303, was
introduced by Reps. Julian Dixon,
Anthony Beilenson and Henry
Waxman (all Democrats from
California). In a "Dear Colleague"
letter urging other Members of the
House to co-sponsor the bill, they
say: "We are disturbed that INS
resources continue to be expended
in enforcement of this policy. To
continue to deny aliens entry into
the United States solely on their
sexual orientation, in the words of
the la te Justice William 0.
Douglas, 'would be tantamount to
saying that Sappho, Leonardo da
Vinci, Michelangelo, Andre Gige,

and perhaps even Shakespeare,
were they to come to life again,
would be deemed un;fit to visit our
shores'."
In a related development, two
Members of the·Parliament of the
Netherlands, the Honorable Harry
Von den Bergh and the Honorable
Frederik
Portheine, personally
presented Congress with a petition
urging support for remedial
legislation signed by 133 of the 150
Members of the Dutch Parliament.
Their visit to the U.S. was
coordinated by the International
Gay Association (IGA). IGA
American Liaison Clint Hocken
berry coordinated their efforts with
the Gay Rights National Lobby to
ensure an effective impact on
Congress.
The Dutch petition called the
U.S. to task for this blatant
contradiction in its otherwise

continued on page 9
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(ifiZinG
Notes FrOm
The Outhouse
By Bill Johnson
F rom time to time I've had
occasion to telephone prominent
i n d i v i d u a l s in Gay/Lesbian
organizations in New York, Los
Angeles and other far comers of
the country. When I say I am
calling from Memphis, I am
i m m e d i a t e l y s u bje c t e d t o
"Memphis?!" in such a tone that
one would think I had said I am
calling from an outhouse in the
Great Cultural Desert Wasteland.
I really wouldn't care that they
view us in such a manner were this
not a symptom of a disease they've
given 'us. That disease is self
condemnation, an inferior ity
complex resulting from the images
they have portrayed of us--not
M e m p h is p a r t i c ul a r l y , b u t
Tennessee and the South (THE
SOUTH, spoken with ominous
undertones and which, of course,
does not include Atlanta, New
Orleans, Houston or Florida).
They expect me to talk like Jed
Clampett, be white and a racist
(since all the Blacks moved to the
North years ago), and, of course, to
, be a man (Miss Scarlet don't make
no long distance phone call).
Surprise! Surprise! Gomer Pyle has
direct (pronounced "di-rect") dial.
We all know that movies run
their course in New York before we
ever hear about them. We all know
that the latest music is "old hat" in
L.A. long before we hear the first
notes. What we can't seem to
accept is that these statements are
simply not true. Movies sometimes
"premiere" in some cities before
they are released n ationally.
Movies sometimes premiere in
Memphis. Most, however, open in
major c i t i e s ( li k e M e mp h i s )
nationwide o n the same day. And
·
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music is different in different areas
at different times. The latest
records in Chicago may not be the

same as those in Denver because
records are often test marketed in
various cities. Let it be known, .
Memphis, that our city is one of
those test-market cities. Records
are frequently released here before
L.A. ever hears of them.
This talk about movies and
music may seem a bit unrelated,
but it all contributes to reinforcing
our mistaken belief that we are
somehow removed from the
mainstream of modem living. This
generally negative image of
ourselves, coupled with the "Bible
Belt" excuse, reinforced oppression
of people in this city for years. It
still does to some extent.
Life is so easy in the closet,
aside from the darkness, fear and
isolation (not to mention the smell
of moth balls) inside. It astounds
me to see us complain about the
"Gay scene" in Memphis when we
·

are

willing

to

·

do

nothing

to

improve it. Despite the "image"
heritage that has been handed us,
we have only ·ourselves to blame.

We have only ourselves to blame

when we sit on our hands and
blame it on the Bible belt. We have

only ourselves to blame when we

accept and perpetuate the myth
that we are inferior to or "behind"

other cities. In many respects, dear
friends, we are far ahead.
It is time we un-popularized
the fashionable distaste we have
for ourselves, both as Gays and as
Memphians (God forbid that
we should be Black . Memphis
Lesbians of a "questionable"
religious persuasion). Let's stop
putting ourselves down. We don't
deserve it.

Us Guilty Queers
And T·he American Dream

By Bill Johnson
Queer. Say it aloud. Say it

very loud. Scream it. No matter

how powerful the volume of your
voice, you will never match the
intensity of the harsh memories of
that word in the minds of 20
million Americans.
I've never been called "queer"
(at least not to my face). When I
was struggling to deal with my
own self-oppression in high school
i n t he s i x t i e s i n M a r t i n ,
Tennessee,"Scottie Bell is a queer"
was written on bathroom walls,
desk tops and even inside certain
books in the school library. Now I
didn't know Scottie Bell personally
and I have no idea what his sexual
orientation was, but every time I
saw "Scottie Bell is a queer"
written in some indiscriminate
place, I felt that invisible knife
twisting inside my miserable little
gut. But I said nothing. I never
even bothered to mark through
"Scottie Bell is a queer" when I saw
it written somewhere. I was afraid
someone would see me.
I wish I could see Scottie Bell
now. I want to tell him that I'm
sorry. I am sorry that he had to
bear the stigma of society's
ignorance. I felt the guilt then. I
feel it now. I. hope someday I will
stop feeling guilt. I feel the guilt of
not defending Scottie Bell. I feel

·

guilty becam�e I can't stop feeling
the guilt that should be felt by
those ignorant authors of "Scottie
Bell is a queer."
Why . do . I feel the need to
defend myself? The word "defend"
itself implies guilt. But I am not
guilty. The authors of "Scottie Bell
is a queer" are guilty for what they
did to Scottie Bell, for what they
did to me, and for what they have
done to all of us.
Queer used to be a useful word.
Have you noticed that you hesitate
to use it· these days because it
means something other that what
it is "supposed" to mean? Sound
familiar? l'he heterosexists say the
same thing about the word "Gay:•
which, incidentally, comes from
the 16th century French word
"gaie" meaning "homosexual
man." We don't even have the guilt
of "bastardizing" a word. They do.
So why do I feel guilty?
Because heterosexist society has
brainwashed me to the misconcep
tion that all little boys and girls
grow up and marry each other and
have a houseful of kids and a dog
named Spot and a white picket
fence and daisies in the flowerbox.
This, they taught me, is the
American w a y of life, the
American dream (which, of course,
was to be fought for by all little

boys who would grow up and serve
in the Armed Forces, assuming
they weren't "queer").
They have "assumed" me into
guilt. Mayor Chandler's offhand
remarks at the country club about
"the Gays" assume us into guilt.
The fundamentalist Christians
have assumed us into guilt(we are,
after all, "a sin against the Lord").
But we are not guilty. And I intend
to tell everybody that I am Gay
until they stop assuming that I am
straight. They can write "Bill
Johnson is a queer" on every
bathroom wall in the world. If I
had the money, I would buy TV
time and broadcast it, because
what should be my p ri vate
business won't be until I stop
having to lie about it. If it were
indeed my private business,
"Scottie Bell is a queer" would
never have been scribbled on that
damn bathroom wall.

Corrections
In o u r last i s s ue we
i n a d v e r t en t l y d e l et e d t h e
address of Studio One clothing
store in their advertisement.
T h e y a re l o c a t e d o n
Madison Avenue in Overton
Square (formerly J.J. Morley's).

_______________________________

________

Gay
Memphis ..

Classifieds
;

,,

..

Rates for classified ads are 20 cents/word,
$3 min. Phone numbers count 2 words
zip codes free. Deadline for ads is 28th of
month · preceeding

Issue date. Payment

must

ads:

accompany

make

checks

payable to TGCHR. There is a $2 charge for
use of GAzE P.O. Box. GAzE, Box 3038,
Memphis, TN 38103.
T EN NE S SEE
HUMAN

COALITION
meets

FO R

regularly

at

Meeting Room B, Main Library, Peabody at
Mclean, 7:30 p.m., 1st and 3rd Mondays.
Join us!
Specific

discrimination

based

race,

sex,

examples
on

sexual

religion,

of

orien

etc.

Con

fidential. GAzE, Box 3038, Memphis, TN
38103.
DIGNITY IS FORMING in Memphis. Catholic
and Gay? Write Box 12856, Memphis, TN 38112
for information.
MEMPHIS GAY SPEAKERS BUREAU has
speakers

for

your

group,

classroom,

organization.

Write

MGSB,

Box

3038,

Memphis, TN 38103.
THE

CENSUS

BUREAU

is

seeking

to

employment

for

1980

census.

Detailed job descriptions available at the
Census District Office in Memphis or from
Mikel Miller, Bureau of the Census, U.S.
Dept. of

Commerce,

Washington,

DC

20233.
RFD--A

�

Young,

276-6827.

JOURNAL of

special

interest to Gay men. Send $2 for sample copy
postpaid to RFD, At. 1, Box 92E, Efland, N.C.
27243.
GAY RIGHTS NATIONAL LOBBY, the only
fulltime lobby at Congress for Gay civil
rights, needs your help. Write GRNL, 1606
17th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009.
I AM LOOKING for a job (in Memphis)
where I can be open. I want to be employed
by a Gay person. If you know of such, write
T.G. in care of this newspaper.
TWO MEN

JUST MOVED from Detroit to

Memphis and area Gay scene. Roger Egbert,
RR 4, Box 663 #18, Blytheville, Ark. 72315.
Phone (501) 532-8676.

COTION GIN, restaurant, 2158 Union, 278-

pastoral,

SERVICE,

couples,

Holy

being

Gay,

etc. By

Call 358-5433.
DIGNITY, Box 12856, Memphis. 38112.

9813.
GAY ALTE RNATIVE, radio. show, WEVL
FM 90.3, Sundays, 3 p.m.
GAYGUIDE

MEMPHIS,

directory,

Box

GAY MEN'S SUPPORT GROUP, Box 3038,
Memphis 38103.
GAZE,

newspaper,

Box

3038,

Memphis

38103.
GEORGE'S, bar, clothing and toy stores,
526-1038.
INNER MAN, perso)lal development group
for

all

people,

Virginia

Hornsbuckle,

346-1998.
LISTENING ROOM, coffeehouse, "Lambda
Night" Tuesdays, 1955 Poplar, 276-7919.

for private parties only, 526-1038.

Includes: Garlic Bread

/nc/udes: Lettuce, Tomato,
French Fries
Hamburger ..................
Cheeseburger ...............
Ham ........................
Ham & Cheese . . . . . . . . . • . ...
Roast Beef ..................

other Gays in suburban Crittendon County.
Write Jack Bossert, c/o this newspaper.
LOOKING FOR A GAY ROOMMATE? Have
something to sell? Just looking for in
formation? It pays to advertise in GAzE
classifleds!
for

confidential interviews for series o n Gay
professionals. Anonymity assured. GAzE,
Box 3038, Memphis, TN 38103.
HANDICAPPED GAYS interested in for
Rd.,

MEMPHIS

GAY

SWITCHBOARD,

726-

GAYY, 7 p.m. - 1 a.m. nightly.

Mushroom
Sandwiches

Cheese 10� extra

Hamburger . :.............. . . . $.95·
Cheeseburger ............... $1.05
Grilled Cheese ............. ... $.85
Fish .......................... $.90
Roast Beef .......... : ....... $1.10

MEMPHIS

STATE

AWARENESS
MEMPHIS

UNIVE RSITY

GROUP,

WIMMINS

Call

Cup .. .... : .. ·.... . ............ $.50
Bowl ..... . .- : ·........ . ........ $.90

Seafood Gumbo

Cup .......................... $.75
Bowl ........................ $1.45

Hot Roast Beef Plate
Includes: Cream Potato, Gravy,
Tomato
$1.95

Side Orders

Beverages
Iced Tea ...... .......... .....
Coffee .............. ....... ..
Soft Drinks .. ........ .. .. .. .. .
Set-ups ..... ... .. .. ... ..... ..

$.40
$.40
$.40
$.85

French Fries

$.65

Hash Browns

$.65

Draft Beer
Draft Beer .. ......... .. .... ... $.85
Can Beer ......... . .... .. . . .. $1.05
Bottle Beer ............ $1.05, $1.75

w

loCH

N

GAY

726-4299.

ALLIANCE,

10561

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF MEMPHIS, 2035 Central, 358-5433.
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
p.m. Call 358-5433 for location.

Ill,

bar

after

&

257

S.

PSYCH-OUT, bar, 76 N. Cleveland, 7259842.
SHARON'S, bar, 1474 Madison, 278-9021.
SOUTHEASTERN

LESBIAN

NETWORK,

Box 41132, Memphis 38104, 382-3849.
GAY

COALITION

FOR

HUMAN RIGHTS, Box 3038, Memphis
38103.
TOWNEHOUSE,

bar

restaurant,

&

The
Tennessee

hours,

Gay Coalition
For Human
Rights

603

WOMENS CRISIS LOAN SERVICE, 1056 1
Hwy. 64, Arlington, TN 38002, 382-3849.

A-5,

Persons interested in for
please

Soups
·

-

Steubenville, Ohio 43952.

group

Sausage
Pepperoni

Monroe, 523-9912.

ming nationwide organization, write Henry
Johnso n

$2.25

25� For each added ingredient

3038, Memphis 38103.

TENNESSEE
teachers

Cheese Pizza

MEMPHIS GAY SPEAKERS BUREAU, Box

Cleveland, 726-9813.
WEST MEMPHIS GAYS! I would like to meet

WANTED: ·Gay/L e s bia n

Pizza To Order

$1.75
$1.85
$1.95
$2.05
$1.85

Pl. 2, Memphis 38111, 744-4453.

PHASE

musical

Spaghetti Plate

Poorboy Sandwlches

MEMPHIS GAY ACTIVISTS, 1738 Morlye

M.R.R. WE'RE ONLY a thought away--H.W.J.

Gay

Menu:

3038, Memphis 38103.

PENDULUM, bar, 92 N. Avalon.

GAY MUSIC!

8 p.m. - 3 a.m. Wed.-Sun. Nightly

union,

appointment only, noon-10 p.m., Tues-Fri.

and laughter-The Wizard.

ming

Mon.-Fri. Open 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Daily

7498.

CHRISTIAN GROWTH CLASS, Wed., 7:30

TONY, THE EMERALD CITY wishes you love

3150

Downstairs Disco--DJ Friday-Sunday

8166.

Hwy. 64, Arlington, TN 38002, 382-3849.

Blytheville, Ark. Need friends to show us

White,

603 Monroe

CLUB PEACHES, bar, 112 J·ackson, 529-

MARSHALL AVE. EMPORIUM, available
COUNTRY

The
Townehouse

,

�

game room, and movies, 600 Marshall,

recruit Lesbians and Gay men for tem
porary

..

FRONT PAGE, bar, 267 S. Cleveland, 726-

W A N T ED:
tation,

.

BUDDY'S, bar & restaurant, 2258

COUNSELING

GAY

RIGHTS

.

call

Charlie at 276-7649.

Coming u·p!

GAY RECIPES? Humorous recipes especially

You don't have
to be ''out''
to be in!

for Gay men and Lesbians - order both for $2
and get complimentary

Gay Barguide for

especially festive drinks. For humor purposes
only-not intended for the kitchen. Checks
payable to TGCHR, c/o GAzE, Box 3038,
Memphis, TN 38103.
GAY PARENTS are forming a "parents-who
are-Gay" support group in Memphis. If you are
Gay and have a child, write c/o this newspaper

to Gay Parents Support Group.
MIKE - Even though you're far away, I think
about you every day. Love, Kevin.

MARCH

23--Memphis

Wimmin's

Alliance

meeting; 2 p.m. Call 382-3849 for information.
APRIL

5--Regional

Southeastern

planning

Conference

session . for

of Lesbians and

Gay men. Call 726-GAYY for information.'
APRIL 21-Gordon Lawhead, Public Affairs

Box :10:18. Memphis.

TN 3Rl03.

Director of WHBO-TV will address the TGCHR
about Gays and the media; 7:30 p.m., Main
Library, Meeting Room B, Peabody at Mclean.
Public invited.

_____ _____

____

March, 198G-GAze-1. 1
\

\

\

�

ltfiTIOitfiL
TUSCON, AR-- The "Toys for
Tots" program run by the U.S.
Marine Corps has refused a
donation worth $2500_ because it
came from local homosexuals.
The Gay community in Tucson
has participated for several years in
the annual Marine attempt to raise
money and toys for the underprivi
leged. Past donations, however,
have been made anonymously.
Tucson Gays decided this year to
take credit for their gifts, totaling
nearly $2000 in cash and $500 in
toys.
The donation was refused
because of "Some of our regulations
won't let us associate with any
group that might reflect negatively
on the Marine Corps," according to
a spokesperson. "We would prefer
that they donate the toys
aponymously."

J U NEAU, AK--A l a s k a ' s
cri mina l code revisions h ave
d e c ri m i n al i z e d c o h a b i t a t i o n ,
adultery and sodomy allowing Gays
and other Alaskans who engage in
non-convent1onal sexual activity to
do so legally. Although the changes
in the criminal code of Alaska were
passed by the state legislature in
1978, an 18-month "waiting and
adjustment period" was enacted to
allow law enforcement agencies
time to adjust.

NOW SHOWING!
Memphis' Newest Gay-Owned and Operated Clothing Store

WASHINGTON--The Penta
gon has announced that veterans
who received undesirable dischar
ges more than 15 years ago have an
extended time-until April 1, 1981--to
apply for an upgrade of their
discharges. This includes those
given such discharges for being
Gay. Discharge review boards thus
far have heard 3,500 cases, and
another 5,600 are still pending.

STUDIO ONI
STARRING

SPRING FASHIONS FOR MEN AND WOMEN
Featuring
HOT COLORS, BAGGIES, HAWAIIAN PRINTS,
SWIMWEAR AND MUCH, MUCH MORE
/

'/,

Located i n

Mention this ad
for 20% discount!!

SAN JOSE, CA--What could
be a repeat of Dade County looms on
the horizon in Santa Clara County,
California, when next June voters
will decide whether or not to approve
a Gay rights ordinance. Fundamen
talist Christian opponents of the
ordinance are gathering funds and
are expected to exert considerable
influence in Santa Clara County
and the city of San Jose.

TULSA, OK--Okl aho ma's
Conference on the Family concluded
last December that a family is
parents or a parent and children, not
homosexual couples nor unmarried
cohabitating heterosexual pairs.
Some quotable quotes from the
Conference include, "The place for
sex education is in the home," and
"Divorces are easy to get."

Their Support Helps Us Survive!

Patronize
Our
Advertisers

PETITI-ON ()F SlJPP0R� FQR REVISION QF
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION LAWS

--....;o-�--

I support the repeal of offensive and demeaning language in the immigration and n�turalization laws
which is used to arbitrarily, selectively and unjustly discriminate, !)n the basis of sexual orientation.

Signature

Name (please print)

Address, City & State

Zip Code

Congressional District
(II known)

Telephone

'-

..

·'

'

Names will be forwarded to appropriate Members of Congress and will be added to the national Constituent Network so that-persons may be kept abreast of Congressional developments.

Please return petition to: Gay Rights National Lobby, 930 F St., N.W., Suite 611, Washington, D.C. 20004
12-�AzE-March, 1980

--------'-

